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This page: The iconic 
Golden Gate Bridge. Facing 
page: Dragonwell Green  
Tea from Red Blossom Tea 
Company in Chinatown
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This page, clockwise 
from left: Wading in 
the water on Baker 

Beach in the  
Presidio area; a 

cappuccino; Café 
Trieste in North 

Beach; facing page: 
bustling, busy  

Chinatown
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Want to share your own photos of San 
Francisco? Visit us online at continental.com/ 
magazine and add to our virtual photo album.

web exclusive

This page, clockwise 
from left: The   
Ferry Building  

Marketplace; Bacar 
Restaurant in the 

SoMa area; Taquerias 
LaCumbre in the  
Mission District;  

facing page: AT&T 
Park, home of the 

San Francisco Giants
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Don’t let anyone tell you 
that San Francisco’s 
signature attractions are 
too touristy. Even 
seasoned travelers are 
wowed by these quintes-
sential experiences. Best 
of all, you can put them 
all together in a single 
afternoon. 

Start by boarding a 
cruise to Alcatraz, the 
forbidding island prison 
where Al Capone and 
Machine Gun Kelly did 
time. The boat ride across 
the bay is worth the trip 
itself for the unparalleled 
views of the Golden Gate 
Bridge soaring high above 
a soft blanket of fog. 

Pier 39, where you’ll 
disembark when you 
return to the mainland,  
is a corral of overpriced 
souvenir stores. But you 
will see one group of 
locals here: hundreds of 
portly California sea lions 

who sunbathe on the 
floating docks. You’ll 
probably hear them before 
you see them — more 
than 500 on a good day — 
barking and jockeying for 
prime positions. 

At nearby Ghirardelli 
Square, catch the 
Powell-Hyde cable car line 
and hang on tight as it 
careers between the 
peaks of Russian Hill and 
Nob Hill. Hop off at the Sir 
Francis Drake Hotel, in the 
heart of Union Square, and 
let the elevator whisk you 
up to Harry Denton’s 
Starlight Room, a swell- 
egant bar with 360-degree 
views of the city. A cable 
car of a different sort was 
invented here — this one a 
San Francisco version of 
the sidecar, using Captain 
Morgan’s rum instead of 
brandy. It’s the perfect 
nightcap to a day of San 
Francisco classics. — J.R.

San Francisco Treats

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 90]
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[IN THE DRINK CONTINUED FROM PAGE 79]



SEPTEMBER 2008  CONTINENTAL  91

Getting There: Continental offers daily 
nonstop service to San Francisco from  
its hubs in Houston, New York/Newark, 
and Cleveland.


